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Thomas Jefferson to James Madison, September 1,

1807, from The Works of Thomas Jefferson in Twelve

Volumes. Federal Edition. Collected and Edited by Paul

Leicester Ford.

TO THE SECRETARY OF STATE J. MSS. (JAMES MADISON.)

Monticello, September 1, 1807.

Dear Sir, —I think with you we had better send to Algiers some of the losing articles in

order to secure peace there while it is uncertain elsewhere. While war with England is

probable, everything leading to it with other nations should be avoided, except with Spain.

As to her, I think it the precise moment when we should declare to the French government

that we will instantly seize on the Floridas as reprisal for the spoliations denied us, and,

that if by a given day they are paid to us, we will restore all east of the Perdido, & hold the

rest subject to amicable decision. Otherwise, we will hold them forever as compensation

for the spoliations. This to be a subject of consideration when we assemble.

One reason for suggesting a discontinuance of the daily post was, that it is not kept up

by contract, but at the expense of the U. S. But the principal reason was to avoid giving

ground for clamor. The general idea is, that those who receive annual compensations

should be constantly at their posts. Our constituents might not in the first moment consider

I, that we all have property to take care of, which we cannot abandon for temporary

salaries; 2, that we have health to take care of, which at this season cannot be preserved

at Washington; 3d, that while at our separate homes our public duties are fully executed,

and at much greater personal labor than while we are together when a short conference

saves a long letter. I am aware that in the present crisis some incident might turn up where
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a day's delay might infinitely overweigh a month's expense of the dally post. Affectionate

salutations.


